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THE ASIA FELLOWSHIP

MESSAGE FROM VICE PRESIDENT

ASIA FELLOWSHIP
Changing Methods, Unchanging Message……

What a privilege it is to be able to share the blessings and burdens from GB Asia.

Greetings and blessings from all of us from the Asia Fellowship Committee.  We come from Brunei, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Singapore. 

How time flies!  It wasn’t so long ago when we were all in Bangkok for ICGB.  We had our first Asia Fellowship Meeting on 23 July 2002 when the following office bearers besides the Chair were elected to serve in the Committee:

Vice Chair:
Ms Tay Choon Neo, Rosalind, GB Malaysia

Secretary:
Mrs Audrene Loke, GB Brunei

Treasurer:
Ms Jane Soh, GB Singapore

The other member countries send two representatives, or occasionally, more to the Fellowship Meetings. 

The Asia Fellowship Committee meets twice a year and sees its role as being the FEET of GB International, going to all of Asia on behalf of GBI to bring the unchanging message through changing methods to build lives and communities for the Extension of God’s kingdom among girls.

Our bi-annual Fellowship Meetings are planned and executed with the four components present:

F - Fellowship  - where we build community as a GB family 

E - Encouragement - where we encourage one another as we share our Celebrations and Concerns. 

E - Equipping - where we come together to be trained as Trainers that we may serve better.  The Committee has committed itself to be trained and to participate in the John Maxwell’s Million Leaders’ Mandate, developing leaders in GB in the countries we represent over a 3 year time frame.

We are grateful to work in partnership with Equipping Leaders for Asia/EQUIP on this.

We are happy to share that by the grace of God, we have completed three of the six Modules to date.  GB Malaysia under the very able leadership of the President GB Malaysia, Ms Thay Yong Hua and her team i.e. Ms Tay Choon Neo, Rosalind, Mrs Boon Choy Ying and others from GBM are blazing a trail with amazing numbers they have trained and multiplied and stories abound of how officers have been much blessed through the MLM.  Vena and Tik (GB Thailand) have been translating Module one into Thai.  Hong Kong is using MLM with their younger leaders and of course it all started with BGB Philippines inviting GB Singapore to attend the training in the Philippines. 

T – Teaming together to extend and establish the GB mission and ministry in Asia.  It is awesome to see how God is mobilising the GB family from the member countries in Asia to reach out together.

It started first with a small Singapore Dream, birthed in New Zealand - to have a GB presence first in the North of the Malaya Peninsula and then it grew to a God-sized Dream to have a presence in all of Asia 

The Dream grows and today, like a tsunami of a different source and for a different cause, we are many nations, but one in vision and mission teaming up as GB Asia together to go where He opens doors.

In Cambodia, whilst GB Singapore gingerly stepped in by faith in 1995 with the BB, today through GB Hong Kong - GB in four schools have been birthed and come 30 July 2005, GB Hong Kong will be holding the first inaugural ceremony for the dedication of the four school companies in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

GB Malaysia, has been faithfully ministering in GB in Cambodia both in the Baray Province where GB Singapore’s Community development Project for girls and women, called Villageworks Songkhem (Songkhem means “Hope“ in Khmer as the Dream is to bring Help for today and Hope for Tomorrow for girls) is located and also at the GB/CTS Training Centre (another Community Development Project of GB Singapore) where the GB Life+Plus Club meetings are held.

GB Brunei has also been faithfully supporting the GB ministry there.

Through the assistance of Grace Valdez, National President of BGB Philippines and Lucy Catalogo from the BGB at Central Philippines University, GB Singapore was linked to Julie, a trained nurse from Iloilo and she has just left Philippines to start two years GB ministry in Cambodia.  Do pray for her and Ming Ann a teacher from Singapore who has taken a year off work to minister there supported by GB Singapore. This is made possible through a partnership between GB Singapore and the Ang Mo Kio Brethren Assembly Church in Singapore.

We see and seize new methods of ministry, we receive with joy in our hearts new miracles in the provisions such as - GB Hong Hong’s new office premises and GB Singapore’s new Headquarters; another Thai staff member for GB Thailand through the partnership between GB Singapore and Fairfield Methodist Church; and of course the burst of GB influence and impact in Malaysia, radiating from Sibu where we just had our Asia Fellowship meeting this year.

God is stirring something here in Asia and surely we have come to GB for such a time as this.

This is a call whether you are in Asia, Europe, US. Daughters of Sarah, wherever you are, ARISE!

We invite you to come and respond to what we term an “Asia-dondian Call“ to minister in Asia, whether a week, a month, a year or at His Majesty’s pleasure to birth an Esther generation of girls who know what they are here on earth for.

You can join us to minister the GB time tested method termed GB in the School, or if you are creative and have a pioneering spirit, with design flair, marketing skills, enterprise and food processing skills, be involved through our community and social enterprise projects with Poh Suan from GBS through Villageworks Songkhem in Cambodia, help Vena and Tik in GB Thailand with their food processing projects so girls can come to GB instead of working on the farms, or come with us to Indonesia and other parts of Asia and do GB in the Village teaching English,  handcraft or jewellery making .

New GB methods include initiating community development projects that use the educational segment of the GB fourfold programme to teach and train girls with life skills such as making handbags, handcraft for sale locally and globally, teaching English and healthcare so girls in Cambodia and other parts of Asia can find employment. We do more than just teach Healthcare and that is why GB Singapore labels it “Health+Plus” and  “Home+Plus” Programmes. Do you know that the acronym for our fourfold programme spells “HOPE “ in Latin?  Our heritage of the fourfold programme that is designed to develop every girl holistically in the Spiritual, Physical, Educational and Social dimensions should bring HELP in practical terms for today that they may also find HOPE in Him for tomorrow.

Countries like Mongolia, Siberia, East Timor, Indonesia (Kalimantan, Jakarta, Surabaya, Jogjakarta) where GB has started needs workers but as usual, the harvest is plentiful and the number of labourers, pitiful.

New faces like Imelda and Ernesto from Philippines are surfacing, new places are springing up and invitations to start ministry have been received from Vietnam, Myanmar, China, India, Nepal and Laos.

We need all whose hearts are open, whose hands are willing, whose feet will go.  Will you ride the waves with us until all of Asia has a GB presence?

Shalom, 

Sally - on behalf of my fellow workers from GB Asia
No. 15, June 2005
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